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Preface 
The papers of this special volume represent ~, selection of the results presented, 
developed or inspired at ARIDAM VI in 1990 and ARIDAM Vll in 1991. These 
meetings, following the tradition of the Advanced Research Institutes in Discrete 
Applied Mathematics held yearly since 1986 at RUTCOR, Rutgers University's 
Center for Operations Research, brought ogether pure and applied,junior and senior 
discrete mathematicians and operations researchers. Over 100 mathematicians from 
more than 15 countries of the world participated at both meetings. 
These exciting meetings traditionally provide an intense environment for dis- 
cussions and joint research, and ARIDAM VI and VII proved to be particularly 
"productive". 
I would like to thank my co-organizers, Peter L. Hammer, Pierre Hansen and Fred 
S. Roberts, who invented these successful meetings, the Air Force Office of Scientific 
Research whose generous support made possible these important events, and last but 
not least the referees of this special volume. 
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